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A SOUTHWEST FLORIDA ATAXIA FOUNDATION EVENT



                                                        


May 26, 2009
To Whom It May Concern

We are preparing to kick off the First Annual Walk, Wheel, & Wobble for Spinalcerebellar Ataxia (SCA).  The event will take place on September 26, 2009 at the FGCU Campus.  My wife Cindy Steever-Ziegler, a local Ft Myers resident, has been diagnosed with SCA Type 14.  Together we have formed a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, KNOW ATAXIA.  With the help of our wonderful friends, family, and the residents of SWFL, we hope to raise funds for critical research and create awareness about this disease.

SCA is a fatal degenerative neurological disorder that affects balance, coordination, and speech.  As the disease progresses, it can also impact the heart, sight, and hearing.  Ataxia knows no ethnic background or age as it strikes young and old alike.   Most patients utilize walking aids such as canes, walkers, and wheelchairs for mobility.  There is no current treatment or cure for this ataxia.

While time is not on our side, recent advancements in SCA research are promising.  We can turn our frustration into hope by working to raise funds to find a cure.  KNOW ATAXIA’s motto, “Awareness, then a cure”.  Money raised from this event for research will remain in Florida at the University of South Florida and Dr Theresa Zesiewicz, a lead scientist in SCA research. 
We would like to provide you with the opportunity to be a donor for the 2009 Walk, Wheel, & Wobble charity event.  This event will give you the opportunity to promote your business to approximately 10,000 students, faculty, and staff at FGCU, and THOUSANDS of SWFL residents through posters, t-shirts, media coverage, and even providing coupons during the event.

Although financial and food donations are greatly needed, any form of donation that your business is able to provide will be greatly appreciated.  Again our organization is nonprofit thus all donations are tax deductible.  We would also like to extend an invitation to all your employees to participate in the event to again promote your organization.  You may even wish to challenge a fellow store or another organization in participating in the Walk, Wheel, & Wobble.
I would like to thank you in advance for your assistance in creating SCA awareness in the Greater Ft Myers area.  If there are any questions or concerns regarding this matter, please feel free to contact myself, my wife Cindy,  csteever@msn.com, 239-878-3092 or our Chairperson, Pat Diserio, gjdiser@msn.com, 239-694-1773.
Sincerely,
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Joe & Cindy Ziegler, 1534 Senior Ct, Lehigh Acres, FL  33972, 239-878-3092


